
School Council Meeting Minutes- Preston Public School
Wednesday, November 27, 2024
6:30-8:00 PM via Google Meet

Agenda:

In attendance: Marc Lehmann, Lindsay Warner, Lindsay Marynewich, Kaitlin Nicholls

Welcome and Introductions -Marc

Preston Heights Community Group update -Kim (absent)
● Winter Schedule is published. Perhaps we can get some hardcopies for the school.
● Register for winter programming here: https://prestonheights.ca/programs/333-2/

Teacher/Principal updates -Marc
● Staffing

➢ Mike Coates will be back in for Marc from December 2-20.
● Academics

➢ Our first site visit with superintendent Vida Collis took place last Tuesday where
we were able to discuss our Literacy focus for our SLIP (School Learning and
Improvement Plan). Our school has a lot of programs and resources to improve
our students’ literacy. She was also able to stop by for a visit to our Family Art
Night the next day

➢ Communication of universal screener (Acadience) will appear on Year 2
Kindergarten Communication of Learning and grade 1 & 2 report cards.
Acadiencce is a tool to diagnose and continually assess students so that
teachers can provide timely instructional support

● Facilities/Grounds
➢ Engineered Wood Fibre has been added to the Gaga Ball pit
➢ Marc met with Facilities Services team and architect on October 29th to consider

the addition of a washroom in room B-2 (K3), the addition of additional staff
washrooms in the current boys’ gym change room as well as some operable
windows in the school

➢ Community Closet information - Our Community Closet has shoes, socks, pants,
shirts, sweaters, boots and winter clothing for children. Feel free to simply drop
by or call the school office ahead of time to let us know that you will be coming.
Similarly, if you have any gently used clean clothing, we will gladly accept your
donations.

● Health & Safety
➢ Bus evacuation drill will take place on Monday, December 9

● Miscellaneous

https://prestonheights.ca/programs/333-2/


➢ Chess Rocks! program began last week and was extremely successful. Thanks
again to School Council for supporting this enhancement

➢ Our grade 1 Socktober initiative collected 598 pairs of socks for Camino and the
Bridges shelters

➢ This will be the last week of PSL (Preston Soccer League). It’s been 2 full months
of soccer and the kids have really enjoyed it!

➢ Jays Care Program will be starting after the holidays. We applied for this program
and had two other staff members training. A package of materials is on its way
from the Toronto Blue Jays organization. The school can then run programs to
support our Junior students with learning baseball or softball.
https://www.mlb.com/bluejays/community/jays-care/affiliate-school-program/en

➢ Cambridge Fire Fighters Basket Fund is taking place Dec. 2-6. We will be
collecting non-perishable food items. All donations must be unopened and are
welcome on any day that week.

➢ School spiritwear…any thoughts about opening up the webstore again? We are
looking to open up orders for spiritwear again but will table this decision for a
meeting after the Winter Break.

➢ The Booster Juice fundraiser will continue now that we know it is popular with our
community. The next eight weeks are now up on the boostyourlunch.com website
where parents can order

School Council Financials -Marc
Bingo: $8,689.51*
Pizza (821): $19,061.81
Fundraising General (840-Chocolate Bar): $ 6,528.53

=========
Total: $34,279.85

*2023-24 yearbook costs and 2 stationary bike costs have now been accounted for

Chocolate Bar Fundraiser Debrief and Final Tally -Marc
Total collected: $9,016.60
Invoice: $4,650.23
=========================
Total profit: $4,366.37

Family Art Night Debrief -Lindsay/Marc/All
● It was a very successful, busy and fun night! We love these community events for our

families and will continue to organize and fund them as much as possible.
● We feel like it would be even more successful and easy to run if we had more school

volunteers. If you are a parent or guardian in our school community, please consider
volunteering at our events!

● For our next event, we will consider families that may need specific accommodations.
Marc will consider how he can include this in intake interviews for new families and
Council will consider including a question about how we can support families when we
send out attendance surveys. Interpretive services available were shared at the most

https://www.mlb.com/bluejays/community/jays-care/affiliate-school-program/en


recent WRAPSC and sounds like they could be drawn on for support needed in events, if
needed.

● The packaging from our awesome snacks were improperly being disposed of in the
paper recycling bins. We should consider how to manage waste at our next event, such
as teachers putting away their paper recycling bins and making trash bins more easily
seen.

Book Fair Update -Lindsay
● On the calendar for the week before March Break (3rd to 7th)
● We will need volunteers to run the Book Fair. Please consider volunteering your time!

Internet/Social Media Presentation Discussion -Lindsay
● We are looking into providing our school community with some information about safe

internet and social media use. Paul Davis has been recommended to us.
● Paul Davis can come to our school to speak to the Juniors and any parents interested
● The cost would be $700 +HST and would be February 13th, 2025
● We can invite all parents in the school community and try to fund via the PRO grant
● There is also a virtual presentation geared towards Grades 1 to 3 that we can purchase

for $100 +HST
● Lindsay will see if we can record the presentation or if there are materials we can share

to the school community that can’t come during the school day to see the presentation

Any Other Business?/Q & A
● None

Upcoming Dates:
-Dec. 2-6: Firefighter Food Drive
-Dec. 6: Preston choir singing at Kitchener Rangers game
-Dec. 11: JK, SK & Gr. 2 dental screening
-Dec. 16-20: Winter Spirit Week (Monday Sweater Craft Day, Tuesday Board Game Day,
Wednesday Festive Wear, Thursday Winter Fun, Friday Movie and Comfy Day)
-Dec. 23-Jan. 3: Mid-winter break
-Jan. 17: PD Day

Next Meeting:Wednesday, January 22, 2025 6:30-8:00 PM


