School Council Meeting Notes- Preston Public School
Wednesday, February 26, 2025
*There was no virtual meeting this month. Instead, these are the notes for circulation

Agenda:

Preston Heights Community Group update -Kim (program coordinator)

>

No information shared as of February 26

Teacher/Principal updates -Marc

VY

Staffing:

My end date as interim principal has now been moved from March 31 to June 27
“Staffing season” for 2025-26 has begun and we are starting to plan for next year

Mrs. Lane has been busy registering new Year 1 Kindergarten students. Based on our
student totals, an FTE (full-time equivalent) staff number will be generated, which will
direct our hiring process

Preliminary numbers will have us adding one additional class in 2025-26. Kindergarten
classes appear to remain at 3 full rooms

Academics:
Our Family STEM night on February 5 was another successful event with over 150
individuals in attendance. Thanks again to School Council for getting it all organized

Facilities/Grounds:

The WRDSB construction team gathered today at Preston regarding some of our capital
projects, which are out to tender. These include the installation of an operable window in
each classroom, an upgraded vent in the staff washroom, the addition of 1-2 accessible
washroom facilities as well as a bathroom in Kindergarten room B-2 (currently Mr.
Heikoop and Mrs. Westrop’s room)

Health & Safety:
The City of Cambridge has been contacted regarding the William Street sidewalk snow

impediment. Many thanks to our neighbours the Askins for clearing a temporary path
with their snowblower after our two snowfalls

Miscellaneous:

| have now also been trained for our Jays Care program coming in the spring. Ms. Smith
will be creating a display in the front foyer’s glass cabinet by Wednesday, March 5 (our
Family Literacy Night)

We have a grade 12 co-op student who started with us from our French High School
(PRDG). She will be with us every morning until mid-June and assisting mainly with
physical education and miscellaneous projects. One such project is the maintenance




(disposal and inventorying) of PE equipment. Some needs have surfaced as a result and
| would like to request that School Council support the purchase of new equipment,
specifically four multi-purpose goals, new soccer balls, pinnies, and a few other
miscellaneous items -$1,500 would be a tremendous help, if that could be approved.
Since this would serve the entire student body, the funds could be taken from our Bingo
account

School Council Financials -Marc

Bingo: $ 9,462.12
Pizza (821): $19,842.88
Fundraising General (840-Chocolate Bar): $ 5,430.00

Total: $34,735.00

PRO Grant Approval -Lindsay
> Our PRO (Parents Reaching Out) Grant Application was approved in the amount of
$500.00. From these funds, $450 will cover the cost of Priti Maheshwari's attendance at
Family Literacy Night with the other $50 going towards activities during the event

Book Fair Update -Lindsay

> Qur Book Fair will be running from March 3-7, 2025. Grades 1-6 will be able to preview
and shop the Book Fair during school hours (Cash only). All are welcome to shop the
Book Fair during Family Literacy Night. We will be accepting Cash, Debit and Credit that
evening. Scholastic toys, trinkets, posters, etc, will only be available for purchase during
Family Literacy Night

> School Council has initiatives in place to help our Book Fair be as equitable as possible,
including raffles, Golden Tickets and a free gift for each student!

Upcoming Dates:

-March 3-7: Book Fair

-March 5: Family Literacy Night
-March 10-14: March Break

Next Meeting: Wednesday, March 26, 2025 6:30-8:00 PM via Google Meet



