School Council Meeting Minutes- Preston Public School
May 22, 2024
6:30 PM via Google Meet

In attendance: Marc Lehmann, Lindsay Marynewich, Janet Lam, Liz Hambleton, Harprabhjot

Brar

Minutes:

Welcome and Introductions -Marc
Thank you to everyone involved in the School Council! Your commitment and input are valued.

Preston Heights Community Group update

>

Lindsay W. has made contact with someone from the community to join our School
Council. She was going to join us to give an update on the Preston community.
Unfortunately, she was unable to attend. We are hoping in the future to have a
connection from the community to have information on camps and other resources
around the community

Teacher/Principal updates -Marc

Staffing:

Across the WRDSB, over 100 probationary teachers have been issued lay-off notices as
the board is seeking to trim its budget. We were not excluded from the process and are
continuing to work through the staffing process, with the possibility of recalling laid off
staff down the line

With tentative staffing assignments out, we have begun the process for 2024-25 student
class placements. Unless special circumstances exist, class assignments for each
student can be viewed on School Day over the Labour Day weekend

Our new superintendent Ms. Bobbie Chatha will be visiting our site for the first time next
Monday

| have offered to return next year as interim principal and will have a better
understanding of administrative moves in the next few weeks

Academics:

Our grade 6 students completed their junior assessment of reading, writing and
mathematics and our grade 3 students are being tested this week. Portions of three
school days are scheduled with one additional make-up day

We hosted staff and student ambassadors from Willliam G. Davis for a presentation last
Friday and the students expressed excitement about becoming Razorbacks next year!

Facilities/Grounds:



Vv

Thank you again for our new playground equipment which has now been installed.
These fitness elements have been well used and help with spreading our students out
over the playground area during outdoor breaks

| am in the process of creating student challenges and a “Wall of Fame” for records and
accomplishments (e.g., walk across the balance beam, chin-ups, push-ups, reverse
push-ups, etc.)

Health & Safety:

Our final fire drill of the year took place last week and we recorded a best time of 2
minutes and 50 seconds to have all students out of the building, lined up on the field and
accounted for! 3 minutes has been a typical and impressive timeframe for this exercise

Miscellaneous:

Our Talent Show took place on April 26th. Over 100 guests attended! Last of practice
and effort went into the show and it was very well received.

Kindergarten Fire Safety presentation happened and students learned from firefighters
and got to see some equipment

May 7th was Kindergarten Information Night for our newest school community members
Track & field season is upon us. Our junior students will have a school meet at PHS on
May 30 (rain date is June 6). Those who qualify will compete at Jacob Hespeler
Secondary School for the area meet on June 11. Parents/guardians are welcome to
attend and cheer on their children. We have a request for $200 for ribbons for our school
track meet. Approved by all members present.

Gr. 3-6 PSL (Preston Soccer League) will take us to the second last week of school with
matches scheduled almost every afternoon. We are grateful for the use of Avenue Road
Public School’s line striper with which we were able to paint soccer boundaries on the
field

Budget/Fundraising -Marc

Bingo:

$ 13,944.25

Pizza (821): $24,074.35
Fundraising General (840-Chocolate Bar): $ 6,470.08

Total:

$ 44,488.68

Yearbook update -Marc

>

>

One of our parents, Nicole Fitzpatrick, will again be assembling the 2023-24 yearbook
using the Edge Imaging platform. Every student will receive a copy thanks to the School
Council’s support. Print timeline will be in the summer with an expected September
delivery

The Edge Imaging price is significantly lower than the price we paid last year with
Lifetouch

Monarch Waystation/garden update and discussion -Marc on behalf of Lindsay



Many thanks to those who came out to till and prepare our Monarch Waystation area on
Saturday, April 30. The patio stone path is a beautiful enhancement and will allow
students to walk through the area in the future with reduced plant damage

Additional plants and seeds were purchased to establish our area. Thanks to Dave and
Lindsay Warner for consulting with and picking up the items from Native Plant Source.
Additional mention of all of Lindsay W’s efforts in all areas of our school community. We
really appreciate her leadership, ideas and commitment!

Shawna Rhodes, one of our DECEs, has taken the lead staff role as gardening contact.
She assisted with the planting and seeding with her PM Extended Day students

We are still awaiting signage from the Outdoor Education department but are looking
forward to watching the garden grow

Request to purchase an additional 8 armour stones for the garden. Lindsay had
budgeted a few thousand dollars more than the actual cost of all the yearbooks so there
is money left over for this purpose. The present council members agree that this is a
worthwhile investment and have given a “yes”.

Strong Start Update and Request for Volunteers -Marc

>
>
>

Strong Start was slow this year as the WRDSB had paused with schools moving forward
We then had to find a site coordinator, which has now fallen through

During our Kindergarten Information Night, the regional program coordinator, Ms. Cindy
Desbiens, set up an information table and will be assisting us through the process of
restarting the program again next year

If anyone is interested in volunteering their time next year, you can contact me via email
and | will put you in touch with Cindy. This opportunity is open to our wider community,
such as grandparents or retirees looking for a volunteering opportunity

FYI: for kindergarten readiness, there is a Strong Start program called “Get Ready for
School”. Children who will start school the following year can sign up in September for
the program that runs from January to June. Marc will get more information for families in
September and there is a possibility that our school could be a site for this program in
the future

Year-End Family Picnic update -Marc on behalf of Lindsay
> Everything is all set for the June 18 Family picnic, as Lindsay indicated in her email

>

The idea is to ensure that all can mix and mingle to wrap up the year. As a result, games
will be simple and “self-serve” (bubble machine, chalk, playground, etc.)

> Arequest has been made to the fire department for a truck to be onsite. I'm still awaiting

a final confirmation

> Food trucks are all in place (Irie Myrie, Fo' Cheezy and Born2Eat)

2024-25 school year calendar -Marc

>

The draft version of next year’s calendar has Tuesday, September 3 listed as a PD day
so students will begin on Wednesday, September 4 (same as this school year)

Proposed 2024-25 Meeting Dates:

September 25, 2024
October 23, 2024
November 27, 2024
January 22, 2025
February 26, 2025
March 26, 2025



e April 23, 2025
e May 28, 2025

*All meetings will be scheduled from 6:30-8:00 PM. The decision about maintaining a virtual
format or moving to in-person will be made at our first meeting in September

Any other business?/Q & A

Upcoming dates:

-May 30: School Jr. track & field day (Rain date is June 6)
-May 31: PD Day

-June 6: William G. Davis tour for grade 6 students

-June 11: Area Jr. track & field meet at JHSS

-June 18: Preston Family Picnic 5-8 PM

-June 24: Term 2 report cards go home today

-June 27: Last day of school for 2023-24

-September 10: Tentative Preston Meet & Greet 5-8 PM
(perhaps during our End of Year Picnic, we will connect with food trucks and see about their
availability on this date)

Marker Recycling Program
> Bring in used markers to the office and they will connect with people who will recycle
them

Thanks to Marc!
> Thank you Marc for being such a positive, enthusiastic and consistent presence at our
school. We appreciate your continued support and are awaiting news of your possible
future at Preston.

Next meeting: Wednesday, September 25, 2024



